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Why A Military Man? T

| - J 5 repofiedly eollducted an intensive:
- Etalent hunt before hitting on a retired Navy man, Vice' Adm.’
| William F\..Raborn Jr., to ieplacé John A, McCohé a5 tlirecs)
tor of the Central Intelljgence Agency. Presumably; theh;,
'Raborn is in My: Johnson's carefully considered judgment’f;
_| ;the very best man for the job. o k
g . This is; nevertheless, open to question; Misgivings’
‘about the choice of Raborn are not based on his ability as’
tan adfihisttator, which was demonstrated by his direction |
‘of the Dolaris missile Weapong system development pro-’
(gram. The question rajsed.by thé appointment is whether
fit is wist to have a military man at the head of the CIA,
which is a civilian agency despite its quasi-military aspects,
This 18 a matter of governmental philosophy; afid has '
QIB : _ nothing to do with Raborn’s personal yualifications for the-
edl : job. There is reason to thiitk that-he will do wall in what is’
essentially an administrative position. But this doés not’
alter the fact that he is a military career man, whose think-'}
dng Is inescapably culoved by that lifetidig itivolvemeht.
- .Though sevéral milltary Héroes have beei elected présii.]
dent;, Americans traditionally have been reluctant to have |
j11_11i1ital'y.‘miéh ih top decisiofi-makitig positions fh the feds
iera]_ government, It is a’'part of thi§ tradition that ultimate |
jcivilian conteol Wver -the militaty has AlwAyS beén Haine.
tained. THe téaditlon 15 soutidly- based. 106U opjalon,
&th,._nspna;,ﬁvoul_d’ﬂhave,dqné better to’ se another. iy
|as, succbssor to. McCore, .-
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